BUILDING A BETTER
FUTURE FOR

children

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

ABOUT THE CAC

together, we can break
the cycle of child abuse!

Mission

To provide a comprehensive, child-friendly facility
where professionals from law enforcement, medical,
child protection and therapy services effectively
collaborate to meet the individual needs of child
victims and break the cycle of child abuse in Alachua
County.

Dear friends,

Vision

When I walked into the Child Advocacy Center over 11 years ago, I didn’t realize the
impact the CAC would have on our community and how it would personally touch me.
Truth be told, I could have used a Child Advocacy Center when I was a child. I know
what it’s like being terrified to talk to a DCF worker when he visited my home; all the
while, my abuser was on the other side of the door. I know what it’s like to pray for the
physical strength to carry my baby sister a mile down a dark dirt road because I knew
the safety of a nearby Sheriff was my only hope. I know what it’s like to be afraid.
There was no Child Advocacy Center back then. There was no training for
professionals to teach them how to help children in my situation. Luckily, I was able
to tell someone in my family who took action immediately, but it was after I suffered in
silence for two years. During that time, I encountered at least five professionals who
weren’t able to help me and my sister. I was left confused and scared.
It’s no surprise that I became a child welfare professional, but it wasn’t until I joined the CAC that I really felt
there was a solution for children that made sense, was doable, and saved children’s lives. I appreciate the gift
provided to this community in 1998 when Rod and DeeDee Smith brought the child advocacy center model to
our community. I am blessed to be a part of a collaborative best practice model that is changing the future of our
community. The CAC has grown immensely in the past 18 years. But we can do more and we should do more.
Every child victim deserves a child-friendly place to be during a dark time, a caring place to tell what happened
and professionals who believe them.
At the end of my first year at the CAC, my daughter had just learned to walk and would often come to work with
me. She was so proud of herself and her new skill. One day I looked up and saw that she had walked over to a
canvas painted with handprints of abused children. I watched her place her very small hand on the handprint of
a child that the CAC had served. A chill went through me as I realized that the only difference between my child
and the children that we see at the CAC, was that she was safe in that moment and had not experienced horrific
trauma.
Over the past ten years, I think of that moment often and it continues to guide and shape my belief that all children
are vulnerable to abuse and we, as a community, have a responsibility to advocate and protect their innocence.
Please join me as we create a lasting home for the Child Advocacy Center that is large enough to serve all of the
children in our community who need help and support to heal.
Sincerely,

Sherry Kitchens
Sherry Kitchens, Ed.S., LMFT
President & CEO

A compassionate community where families thrive,
children are safe and victims receive the resources
they need to heal.
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Funding

The Child Advocacy Center, Inc. is funded in part by
the City of Gainesville, Community Development Block
Grant Program, the Alachua County Commission’s
Community Agency Partnership Program and the
United Way of North Central Florida.
Additionally, this project was supported by VOCA2016-Child Advocacy Center, Inc.-00473 awarded
by the Office for Victims of Crime, Office of Justice
Programs. Sponsored by Child Advocacy Center, Inc.
and the State of Florida. The Child Advocacy Center,
Inc. is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

OUR SERVICES

OUR IMPACT

Who We Serve
The Child Advocacy Center serves child victims aged
0 to 18 as well as their siblings and non-offending
caregivers. Our focus is with children who have
experienced abuse, neglect, human trafficking and
trauma.
Our therapists, forensic interviewers and advocates all
have specialized, advanced training in the treatment of
childhood trauma. All of our services are available free
of charge for as long as they are needed.

Year in
Review
2016

Forensic Interviews

Children and their non-offending family and caregivers
are assessed by staff in order to determine what issues
may be affecting their safety or the famlies’ ability
to remain unified. Staff provide service referrals and
connection, crisis counseling, guidance navigating
the legal system and education understanding the
prosecutorial process.

19

Victims of Child
Sex Trafficking

14

Victims of Child
Pornography

Human Trafficking

Specially trained staff interview children about
their abuse to obtain disclosures for prosecution.
Interviews are conducted at the CAC in a child-friendly
environment and are securely broadcast through
closed-circuit television to an adjacent room where
multidisciplinary team members work to create a plan
of action to help the child.

Advocacy & Case Management

2,224

Abused Children
Helped by the CAC

The Child Advocacy Center began leading the
Gainesville community response to Commercial
Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) in 2009 with
a program encompassing collaboration, prevention
and treatment. We currently provide outreach services
to children exploited in sex trafficking to help them
escape dangerous lives at the hands of traffickers
and predators. We are proud members of the Alachua
County Coalition Against Human Trafficking.

Bre a k
the
C yc le
We have witnessed the Child Advocacy
Center making a difference to reduce trauma
to abused children by coordinating the

Therapy
The Center provides crisis intervention, parent-child
interaction therapy, individual and famliy therapy,
supportive counseling and psycho-educational
interventions to children and their non-offending family
or caregivers. Non-directive play therapy is used to
assist children in working through whatever issues
are most important to them on any given day, and
empowers them to direct their own treatment process.

efforts of core partner agencies to help
expedite each child's time in the system, so
that their healing can begin.
ROD AND DEEDEE SMITH,
CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER
FOUNDERS

MULTIDISCIPLINARY TEAM: WORKING TOGETHER

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Infographic Courtesy of West Virginia’s Child Advocacy Network

What is a Child Advocacy Center (CAC)?
CACs are proven to be the most effective way to mount a coordinated community-wide response to allegations
of child abuse. When there is no CAC, children may end up having to recount their abuse repeatedly to doctors,
police, lawyers, therapists, investigators, judges and others. They also may not get the help they need to process
the trauma and heal once the investigation is completted.

Building a Better Future for Children - Campaign Overview

A Multidisciplinary
Team Approach
“All of our child investigations
and prosecutions rely on the
forensic interviews and therapy
provided by the team of the
Child Advocacy Center. Their
resources and professional staff
have not only helped arrest and
prosecute hundreds of sexual
offenders, but more importantly,
helped children victims cope
and heal from these incredibly
violent acts.”
Chief Tony Jones,
Gainesville Police Department

The Building a Better Future for Children Campaign is a $1.2 million campaign that will secure a forever home for
the Child Advocacy Center. The campaign will provide us with space to grow our services and expand our reach
to many more child victims of abuse, neglect, trafficking or other traumas in our community. The campaign will
also allow us to co-locate with our partner agencies.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Location: 500 E. University Avenue, Gainesville
Space: 7,157 square feet
Purchase Price: $830,000
Total Campaign: $1,177,776
Centrally located and on a bus route
Naming opportunities available

Imagine a world where every child has the
opportunity to heal from the trauma of abuse so they
can get back to what matters most: being a kid. You
can help make that dream a reality.
For financial statements, naming opportunities,
additional details or questions contact:
Amber Miller, Development Coordinator
(352) 376-9161
amber@cacgainesville.org

Thank you!

"There is no denying the value of the
Center's mission and the vast but often
unseen contributions it makes to our
community. What makes the CAC special,
however, are the remarkable and selfless
individuals who, together with our
partners, have dedicated their lives to
securing a brighter future for
the children they serve."
Lem Purcell, Chairman, CAC Board of Directors

(352) 376-9161
P.O. BOX 13454
Gainesville, FL 32604
info@cacgainesville.org
www.cacgainesville.org

