Reporting Abuse What is Your Responsibility?

Under Florida Statute 39.201, “Any person who knows, or
has reasonable cause to suspect, that a child is abused,
abandoned, or neglected by a parent, legal custodian,
caregiver, or other person responsible for the child’s
welfare” must report abuse to the abuse hotline. Persons in the
following professions will be required to provide their information
when making reports of child abuse: Health or mental health
professionals, practitioners who rely solely on spiritual means for
healing, school teachers or other school ofﬁcials or personnel, social
workers, day care center workers, or other professional child care,
foster care, residential, or institutional workers, law enforcement
ofﬁcers or judges.”

CHILD ABUSE

State Child Abuse Hotline: 1-800-96-ABUSE
You do not need proof of abuse or neglect to
make a report. Investigators are required to
make that determination.

What Will Happen
When You Make the Call?
Counselors who answer the hotline will ask about the child and the
situation. Be prepared to give the child’s full name and approximate
age, information on how to ﬁnd the child and family, and the speciﬁc
signs of abuse or neglect you have observed. You don’t have to give
your name, but it can help investigators to contact you later for further
information.
Under Florida Law 39.202, the name of the reporter shall
be held confidential.

What Will Happen to the Child?
Reporting child abuse does not mean the child will automatically be
removed from his or her home. Child protective services and the
courts are set up to keep families together whenever possible. But
they do provide emergency shelter and care outside the home when
needed. If removal from the home is necessary to ensure the child’s
safety, the ﬁrst choice of placement will be with appropriate relatives
or someone known to the children. Children are placed in foster care
only when there are no other options to keep a child safe.
By making the report you may save a child - and a family. Keeping
child abuse secret protects the offender. Making the report enables a
child and family to get help and protects the child from further abuse.
Remember - children rarely are abused just once.
The longer the abuse goes on, the more harm it
does to the child. If you suspect a child is in a dangerous
situation, take immediate action. Call
the state child abuse hotline: 1-800-96-ABUSE.
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